BAMPTON 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
1914 


Medical  Officer’s 
Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December, 

1914; 


TO  THE 


Bamptoti  Urban  District  Council 


GEXTLEjMKN, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  District  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  191-i. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT 

The  length  of  the  district  from  East  to  West  is  miles, 
breadth  from  North  to  South  is  miles.  The  whole  of  the 
parish  constitutes  the  District,  its  Population  is  estimated  at 
1,580,  its  area  is  7,760  acres. 

The  town  of  Bampton  is  on  gravel  soil,  situated  on  two 
streams,  which  unite  at  the  end  of  the  main  street,  and  flow 
into  the  River  Exe,  one  and  a half  miles  from  the  town. 
The  town  is  350  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  situated  in  a 
valley,  and  the  neighbouring  hills  are  from  800  to  1,200  feat 
above  the  sea-level. 

The  rock  formation  is  chiefly  carboniferous  limestone, 
on  the  8outh  towards  Tiverton  it  is  overlaid  by  Culm  shales, 
and  the  red  sand-stone  lies  irregularly  upon  the  Culm  shales. 
On  the  North-West  towards  Dulverton  the  Devonian  rocks 


occur. 
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INDUSTRIES 

With  the  exception  of  quarrymen  employed  at  the 
quarries  close  to  the  town,  the  people  are  solely  engaged  m 
agricultural  pursuits — dairy-farming  and  stock-raising. 

The  Kateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £10,623  for  the 
last  year.  Outdoor  Relief  amounted  to  £186  16s.  8d.  for 
1914,  just  over  2s.  4d.  per  head  of  the  population. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Surveyor.  He  is  a 
whole  time  officer,  and  has  supervision  of  the  Water  Supply, 
Sewerage  System,  New  Buildings,  and  Drainage  Work.  He 
also  carries  out  the  disinfection  of  premises.  There  is  no 
ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  Arrangements  are  made  for 
cases  to  be  admitted  to  the  Tiverton  Joint  Isolation  Hospi- 
tal, which  has  a total  of  23  beds. 

The  old  Bye-laws  made  in  1892  are  in  force  in  the  Dis- 
trict. Parts  2 and  3 of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 
1890.  The  NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT  is  not 
adopted. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Health  of  the  District  has  been  excellent  during  the 
last  year. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  was 
twelve;  there  were  two  transferable  deaths.  The  highest 
mortality  was  registered  in  January,  whilst  there  were  no 
deaths  in  February,  May,  August,  September,  and  Novem- 
ber. The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  8.860  per  1,000,  the 
lowest  ever  recorded.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  last 
five  years  previous  was  15.19  per  1,000. 


The  average  age  at  death  was  73.4  years. 

There  is  no  Zymotic  death  rate.  No  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  have  occurred.  Of  the  twelve  deaths,  two 
were  over  88  years  of  age,  three  were  over  72,  three  were 
over  60,  three  were  57,  54  and  27  years  respectively,  and  one 
an  infant  of  one  hour. 

The  two  transferable  deaths — one  of  80  years  in  the 
Tiverton  Workhouse  Infirmary — one  of  18  years  after  an 
operation. 


INFANT  MOUTALITY 

There  was  one  death  in  the  year,  of  a prematurely  born 
infant  aged  one  hour.  This  is  practically  nil.  However,  it 
gives  a death-rate  of  .632  per  1,000  births — this  is  the  lowest 
in  exi.stence  in  this  district. 

Births 

There  were  29,  making  a birth-rate  of  18.35  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  This  is  a low  rate.  The  average  rate  for  the 
last  five  years  is  20.98. 

Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis 

Tubercular  affections  are  rather  rare  in  this  district. 
One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  reported — an  adult 
aged  38,  who  was  sent  to  the  County  Sanatorium.  He  re- 
turned with  tubercular  laryngitis,  and  is  now  undergoing 
open  air  treatment  in  a shelter. 

The  Divisional  Tuberculosis  Officer  visits  all  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  in  the  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  has  not  been  a single  case  of  any  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act.  Mumps  and 
Chicken-pox,  both  of  a very  mild  type,  were  prevalent 
during  the  autumn,  and  lead  to  a diminution  in  attendance 
at  the  schools. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  always  has  a stock  of 
Diphtheria  Anti-toxine  for  immediate  use.  He  is  indebted 
to  the  School  Teachers  for  their  vigilance  in  co-operating  to 
secure  the  personal  hygiene  of  the  children. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Nothing  as  yet  has  been  done  to  augment  the  supply  of 
drinking  water  to  the  town  by  substantially  increasing  the 
storage  from  the  spring.  As  stated  in  my  last  report,  an 
average  of  18,500  — 19,000  gallons  daily  flows  into  a small 
concrete  tank  holding  about  600  — 700  gallons,  with  a pro- 
portionately small  main  pipe  of  4-inch  diameter  to  supply 
the  whole  town. 

This  is  much  too  small  a storage,  consequently  the 
present  small  reservoir  is  constantly  overflowing  from  this 
splendid  source,  and,  in  itself,  shows  the  need  of  a larger 
reservoir  at  a higher  level.  When  this  is  accomplished,  a 
great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  system  will  be 
removed,  and  the  shortage  of  water  in  the  summer  months 
will  be  alleviated : the  whole  of  the  western  upper  part  of 
the  town,  which  continues  to  get  its  only  supply  of  drinking 
water  from  a pump  connected  with  the  main  (the  pump  has 
been  often  useless  on  account  of  deficient  pressure)  will  be 
served,  and  householders  will  not  be  compelled  to  erect  force 
pumps  to  secure  water  for  bathrooms  and  domestic  offices. 

It  seems  a pity  that  such  a quantity  of  most  excellent 
available  drinking  water  should  waste  on  account  of  insuffic- 
ient storage,  but  the  present  unsatisfactory  condition  must 
continue  until  an  adecpiate  reservoir  is  provided  at  a higher 
level  than  the  present  one. 
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The  condition  of  the  Water  Supply  to  the  town  has  been 
the  object  of  several  special  meetings,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  matter,  with  the  exception  of  raising  the  water 
rate,  the  result  being  that  many  householders  have  taken 
advantage  of  their  free  public  supply  at  the  standpipes,  and 
have  had  their  connections  cut  off  from  the  mains.  This 
is  much  to  be  regretted  from  a sanitary  point. 

Bampton  water  has  been  very  frequently  analysed  by 
me,  and  is  excellent  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

There  are  a few  private  wells  whose  waters  are  fre- 
quently tested.  The  main  street  is  well  flushed  by  water 
diverted  from  the  Shattern  brook  before  the  latter  flows 
under  the  street. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS 

Every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
pollution  of  the  two  streams  passing  through  the  district. 
The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tank  at  the  Bampton  Sewer 
Works  is  purified  and  conveyed  over  agricultural  land;  like- 
wise is  that  of  the  hamlet  of  Shillingford. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  whole  town  sewage,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
houses  on  the  western  side,  is  received  into  a septic  tank 
which  w'orks  satisfactorily. 

The  Shillingford  drainage  has  been  reconstructed,  a 
septic  tank  and  filter  bed  made  with  very  satisfactory 
results. 

The  pail  system  or  cesspits  are  in  general  use  in  the 
isolated  cottages  of  the  district.  The  contents  are  usually 
buried  in  the  garden  ground. 

In  the  town  22  houses  have  had  new  drains  laid,  and 
connected  to  the  main  sewer,  and  seven  pail  closets  have 
been  made  into  water-closets.  The  types  of  closets  in  th^ 
district  are  the  Hopper  and  wash  down  flush. 
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Generally  speaking  the  privy  and  closet  accommodation 
fulfil  adequately  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

Scavenging 

The  Town  Scavenger  removes  House  Kefuse  from  the 
town  twice  a week.  I recommend  that  covered  receptacles 
he  more  generally  used. 

Street  cleansing  is  also  done  twice  a week,  all  is  carted 
away  to  agricultural  land. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE 
DISTRICT 

The  usual  course  of  visiting  and  inspecting  the  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  District  has  been  carried  on  in  conjunction 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A special  house-to-house  inspection  was  made  in  the 
Spring,  and  the  defects  pointed  out.  These  were  principally 
Whitewashing,  Dampness,  Defective  Privies.  The  majority 
of  these  have  been  remedied. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses,  Offen- 
sive Trades,  or  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms 

in  the  District. 

THE  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  have  been  freouentlv 
inspected.  The  ventilation  and  light  of  the  Infants’  School 
is  much  improved.  At  the  Shillingford  Council  School  the 
floor  of  one  urinal  requires  raising;  increased  space  is 
required  for  deposition  of  hats  and  coats. 

MILK 

The  supply  of  milk  in  the  district  is  considered  to  be 
good  and  sufficient.  None  is  sent  away.  There  are  six 
registered  dairies,  which  have  been  frequently  inspected. 
The  drainage  of  one  was  reported  on  as  being  deficient. 
Tl'.is  was  immediately  rectified. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  117  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1875. 

No  meat  or  other  food  has  been  condemned. 

The  three  Registered  Slaughter-houses  have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and  are  very  clean. 

There  are  three  Bakehouses,  none  underground,  kept 
in  very  good  order. 

HOUSING  REGULATIONS. 

TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  &c. 

Not  a single  cottage  has  been  built  for  the  last  thirteen 
years,  consequently  there  are  not  enough  suitable  for  the 
requirements  of  the  place.  So  great  is  the  demand,  that 
when  a decent  habitable  cottage  is  believed  to  become  vacant 
at  some  future  date,  it  is  actually  taken  on  this  understand- 
ing. some  weeks  in  advance. 

A HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION  was  made  in  the 
late  spring  of  every  building  coming  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  both  in  the  town  and  parish.  Section  17.  Act  of 
1909. 

235  Were  inspected. 

18  On  inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation. 

6 Representations  were  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a view  to  making  closing 
orders. 

0 Number  of  closing  orders  made. 

50  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  n 
which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders. 

5 Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders,  were  put  into 
a fit  state  for  human  habitation, 


General  Character  of  the  Defects  Found  to 

Exist : 

General  repairs.  Dampness.  White-washing  required. 
Defective  privies  and  bad  sanitation.  There  have  been 
numerous  re-inspections,  after  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners,  and  the  necessary  repairs  are  being  made. 

An  Inspector  connected  with  the  Housing  Department 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  made  an  official  inspection 
of  the  houses  in  September. 

Representations  are  being  made  for  erecting  eight  new 
cottages. 

No  plans  have  been  submitted  for  building  new  houses 
during  the  last  year. 

WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  &c. 

There  are  20  registered,  including  Bakehouses. 

Ventilation  and  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 
No  outworkers  are  employed. 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  reports  that 

Eighty  inspections  were  made  by  him  during  the  year, 
and  four  notices  were  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances, 
with  the  result  that  they  were  all  abated. 

He  has  carried  out  his  duties  with  activity  and  sound 
judgment  since  his  appointment. 

His  Report  is  attached  hereto. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  W.  WIDGER  BOVEY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


BAMPTON 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
1914  


Sanitary  Officer’s 
Report 

For  the  Year  Eading  31st  Deeember, 

1914. 


TO  THE 


Bampton  Urban  District  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  you  my  Report  for  the 
past  year. 

GENERAL  HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory. 
No  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  have  occurred. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  WORKS. 

A new  sewage  tank  and  filter-bed  has  been  constructed 
in  a field  at  Shillingford,  Bampton,  to  receive  the  sewage 
of  the  village.  The  cesspit  formerly  used  has  been  filled  in. 
The  sewage  tank  and  filter  bed  work  admirably,  the  effluent 
being  comparatively  clear.  The  sewage  tank  at  Bampton 
has  been  working  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Twenty- 
two  houses  have  had  new'  drains  laid,  and  connected  to  the 
public  sewer.  Seven  pail  closets  have  been  connected  to 
water  closets. 


TOWN  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  have  been  taken  periodically  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  he  certifies  the  supply  to  be  of  good 
quality.  The  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  adequate 
to  meet  the  demand  on  the  low  levels,  but  some  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  on  the  high  levels  in  obtaining  a 
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sufficient  quantity.  There  has  been  one  connection  to  the 
main  during  the  year,  but  several  additions  at  other  houses 
to  water  closets,  etc.,  for  the  purposes  of  flushing. 

NUISANCES. 

All  nuisances  under  my  control  have  been  abated 
satisfactorily. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  district,  to  which  the 

t 

Housing  and  Towns  Planning  Act  apply,  have  been  in- 
spected: many  defect’s  were  found  to  exist.  Notices  have 
been  served  on  the  owners  of  these  houses  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  repairs.  Several  of  the  notices  have  been  complied 
with. 


DAIRIES. 

The  six  dairies  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  have  been 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
myself.  All  are  at  present  satisfactory.  A gully  in  connec- 
tion with  a drain  found  inside  one  of  the  dairies  has  been 
removed. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

The  three  bakehouses,  none  of  which  are  underground, 
have  been  regularly  inspected  by  me,  and  found  in  good 
order. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  three  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  town. 
They  have  been  periodically  inspected  by  me,  and  found 
clean  and  well  whitewashed. 

WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK-PLACES. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  abstracts  of  the 
Workshops  Act  being  hung  up;  ventilation  and  sanitary 
arrangements  very  good.  There  are  no  outworkers. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  Jistrict  have  been  inspected  periodic- 
ally, and  found  to  he  clean,  well  ventilated  and  sanitary, 
except  at  the  Shillingford  School,  whei'e  the  playground 
requires  coating  with  tar  gravel  well  rolled  in,  or  other 
impervious  material.  The  accommodation  for  hanging  the 
children’s  clothes  is  insufficient;  and  the  floor  of  the  boys’ 
urinal  requires  raising  at  the  back,  so  as  to  give  it  a fall 
towards  the  water  channel. 


SCAVENGING. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse.  This  is  undertaken  by  the 
Local  Authority.  A collection  of  house  refuse  and  street 
cleansing  takes  place  twice  weekly,  which  is  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

BUILDING  PLANS. 

There  have  been  no  plans  for  new  houses,  but  three 
plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for  structural  alterations 
have  been  passed. 


FIRE  BRIGADE. 

Several  new  hoses  have  been  purchased  by  the  Council. 
The  whole  of  the  equipment  is  in  good  working  order.  The 
Brigade  have  done  the  necessary  number  of  drills. 

Yours  obediently. 


E.  ROGERS,  A.M.I.M.E,  A.R.S.I. 


